Primary dermal and eye irritability tests of hydrophobically modified hydroxypropyl methylcellulose in rabbits.
Primary dermal and eye irritation tests of hydrophobically modified hydroxypropyl methylcellulose (HM-HPMC, hydroxypropyl methylcellulose modified with stearylglycidylether), a new cellulose derivative used as a thickener for topical pharmaceuticals and cosmetics, were conducted in rabbits. A dispersion of HM-HPMC (3%) was applied to intact and abraded skins and reactions were observed. A very slight erythema was observed in both skins and this polymer was categorized as a "mild irritant". In the eye irritation test, with a dispersion of the same concentration, it was categorized as "marginal" in unrinsed eyes and "negative" in rinsed eyes.